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SOME, “BIRD WAYS.” 


All of us, no doubt, in the course of our bird-observations, have met 
with, or had brought to our attention, what might easily be termed inci- 
dents and, as such, the following, a trifle out of the ordinary, and perhaps 
worthy of recognition in some permanent form, have come to the writer's 
notice from time to time, either through the corroborative and reliable 
testimony of others or by direct observation. 

To Mr. William Brewster we are indebted for much information and 
many valuable notes pertaining to and taken in connection with the mi- 
gratory movements of birds, and in his paper on ‘‘ Bird Migration” 
(see Memoir No. 1 of the Nuttall Ornithological Club) he has called 
attention to the peculiarities sometimes indulged in by migrants when 
approaching the lighted lantern of a light-house during a night flight— 
peculiarities, it may be said, when the conditions were peculiarly favora- 
ble; i. e., ‘‘during densely cloudy or foggy weather.” Fluttering about 
inspecting it timidly, or even striking it gently. Others, more impetu- 
ous, would strike the lantern with full force, thus ending their careers 
then and there, or disabling themselves hopelessly, while others still 
would strike with slighter force, flutter down upon the platform of the 
lantern in a dazed and exhausted condition, but after resting for a time 
would take wing and disappear in the darkness. A percentage of the 
latter, however, returning and striking the light agazz and always 
harder the second time than at first. The bewildering and fascinating 
effect that a light will sometimes have upon these nocturnal migrants 
was very clearly illustrated to the writer some years ago, occurring here 
at Glen Ellyn on the night of April 16, 1893, being related to me at the 
time by a neighbor friend. 

On the night mentioned, which previously had been somewhat showery 
during the evening, a Kingbird, 7vrannus tvrannus, appeared at one 
of the east windows of my neighbor's house, and in which a lighted 
lamp had been placed. It fluttered against the glass for some time and 
could not be induced to leave even after repeated efforts had been made 
from within to drive it away. Finally the door on the same side of the 
building was opened, when in flew the bird. It was caught and placed 
in a cage, appearing very much exhausted and bewildered for a time, but 
soon became uneasy ; its violent actions convincing my friend that its 
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release would be preferable to captivity, and accordingly it was set at 
liberty out of doors, the lamp still remaining in its original position. 
The bird returned at once to the window, fluttered about as before, and 
continued to do so until the light was removed, when it disappeared in 
the darkness. The building in this instance, the temporary abode of my 
neighbor, was an old unpainted affair—a shanty, in reality—situated in a 
hollow, its outlines being scarcely discernible to the passer-by on any 
dark night. These facts are considered worth mentioning as they doubt- 
less have some bearing on the case. The date of the bird's arrival here 
is also unusual, being about a fortnight ahead of the schedule time. 

The next incident is in relation to a pair of Robins that started to nest 
on the same gentleman's premises, but in this instance a new building 
lately constructed. For a nesting site they had chosen the cornice-roof 
of a projecting-bay and had proceeded so far in their plans as to deposit 
one egg. At this period a number of house painters appeared upon the 
scene, and in cleaning up about the premises, preparatory for work, 
almost the first thing they did was to remove the Robins’ nest from the 
bay, giving the egg to one of the inmates of the house and throwing the 
nest upon the ground. My neighbor coming home that evening found 
the birds in great distress and, ascertaining the cause, insisted that the 
nest be put back in its original place, egg and all, which wasdone. The 
following day the female Robin had taken possession of her nest, the 
sequel being that a brood of young was successfully hatched and reared. 

Before removing to Glen Ellyn, we occupied a house well within the 
resident section of Chicago. In the spring of 1888 I was away from 
home, but the following facts were afterwards given to me by several 
members of our family. During early May of that year a King Rail, 
Rallus elegans, was noticed to have taken up its residence in our back 
yard, where it is said to have remained about a month, when some idle 
boy with perhaps little else to do, succeeded in crippling it with a stone, 
and the next morning it was picked up in the street in front of our house 
more dead than alive. In all probability the bird had been injured in 
the first place, but to what extent was not known, as it seemed to be in 


- good condition when feeding about the lot. My people tell me that the 


Rail was on exceedingly pleasant terms with the several members of the 
house-hold, including both the dog and cats, and that it would frequently 
take a sun-bath in the company of the latter, something after the manner 
of a domestic hen, stretching its wing out over the extended leg. For 
food it seemed to subsist entirely on angle-worms which it caught during 
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the early morning hours, when it could be seen walking about the yard 
in quest of them. For night shelter it resorted to a wood-pile in a corner 
of the lot. 

September 28, 1891, as my record reads, a rather unexpected oc- 
currence took place on our premises here at Glen Ellyn. It was the 
advent of a young-of-the-year Prairie Chicken, 7ympfanuchus america- 
nus, among the poultry, feeding with and following the chickens about 
the yard, although chanticleer and his flock did not look with marked 
favor on the presence of this new-comer, pecking and chasing it at every 
opportunity. At one time it followed several of the half-grown young 
into the front street, feeding with them among the horse-droppings and 
wholly unmindful of passing wagons and carriages. On other occasions 
when alone, it would fly into the top of a small mountain ash tree on our 
place and feed on the berries. The bird's weight upon. the smaller 
branches would shake much of this fruit to the ground, but, having sat- 
isfied itself with that on the tree, it would fly down and clean up this 
fallen fruit. This it did several times. At roosting time it started to 
follow the poultry to their quarters and probably would have done so had 
the younger chickens been more quiet. But in selecting their positions 
for the night the noise and confusion made by them at that jostling age 
was altogether too much for our modest visitor, who, viewing the situa- 
tion at a distance for a time, decided to take wing and return to the 
fields. We never saw it again. Although this immature example of the 
Prairie Hen appeared to be in most respects unmindful of the treacher- 
ous ways of man, never-the-less, its inherited fear of the murderous gun 
was quite fully demonstrated I think. 

While watching the chickens going to roost, a young man of the neigh- 
borhood passed our place with a gun upon his shoulder. The hunter's 
appearance almost paralized our now timid bird which stood motionless 
assuming an attitude almost upright, like a stake, but dropped back into 
the normal position just as soon as the apparent danger had passed. In 
conclusion, it may be well enough to add that our flock of poultry for 
that season was composed chiefly of Plymouth Rocks, that fact alone 
accounting, perhaps, for the successful decoying of this wild representa- 
tive of the fields among them, the close resemblance between them being 
quite marked, and certainly very deceptive in the case of half-grown 
pullets. 


Benj. T. Gautt, Glen Lilyn, 17. 
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AN ELUSIVE PAIR OF SCREECH OWLS. 


For four years I have tried to get eggs from a pair of the Screech Owls 
which nest in the Connecticut River meadows, half-a-mile from here. 
They have been unusually sensitive over my intrusions, I think, and 
have escaped with only slight sacrifice until this year. 

The woods back from the river are full of hollow maple trees, many 
of which are ideal nesting places for the little Scops. On April 26, 
1894, the water being about fifteen feet above summer level, I was row- 
ing through the woods after Crow's nests, and noticed an almost perfect 
Owl's hole, in the under side of a sloping limb of a soft maple, about ten 
feet above the water. To test it I bumped the boat rather sharply 
against the trunk, and instantly, as if I had touched a spring on a jack- 
in-the-box, a beautiful grey Scops appeared, seated in the mouth of the 
hole, with ear tufts erect, snapping beak, and eyes like full moons. I, of 
course, started up the tree, and had climbed hardly half way when ‘‘grey 
ears" left the hole, and was quickly followed by a mate of the red phase. 
The first flew off out of sight, but the red one, the mother I fancy, 
perched on a limb about twenty feet away. She (?) showed wo ear tufts. 
About two feet down in the hole were two blind, white little owlets, two 
freshly killed ‘‘deer mice,” and three eggs, one pipped. On holding this 
to my ear I could plainly hear the chick squeaking inside. 

I had no opportunity to watch the brood, and hoped for better luck 
next year, but that fall honey bees claimed the hole, and filled it with 
comb. In 1895, with that hole of course out of the question, I searched 
every other place I could find, but did not locate the pair until on June 2 
I found three grey youngsters sitting outside a hole I had overlooked. 
The mother was near by, and grew very angry when I shook down one 
of her little ones from a sapling to which he had fluttered. 

Next year, April, 7, 1896, I found a red bird in a very shallow hole in 
the verticle trunk of a maple, not 1000 feet from the old bee-tree. I 
hammered on the trunk without flushing her, and after climbing the 
fifteen feet up from the water to the hole, put my fingers under her and 
counted the three eggs. I believe she did wink one eye, but she made 
no attempt to grip my fingers, nor snapped her bill as I have had them 
do in the roosting holes. Nevertheless, she deserted the eggs, and my 
brother took them on April 11, cold, and showing only a slight trace of 

incubation. On the 25th a hole had been dug three inches deep in the 
rotten wood lining of the nest, probably by squirrels or mice. The next 


ig 
~ 
76 
—— 
q 
4 
4 
4 
> 
. 


Bulletin No. 23. 77 


winter the hole was used by both squirrels and owls, as I found the signs 
of both on the ice beneath it. 

In 1897 I lost the birds entirely, but think it possible that they raised 
a brood in the 1895 tree. : 

This year my brother found a grey bird roosting within 200 feet of 
this (1895) hole. He was sitting up in the mouth of the hollow limb so 
that his head and horns showed from below, but dropped back when the 
tree was thumped. On April 12 I visited all the old holes, first hammer- 
ing the trunks, and then climbing, and repeated the experience of 1896 
to the letter, finding a red bird which would not flush nor wake up at all, 
in the same shallow hole. I left her two fresh eggs till the 23d, but she 
again deserted. 

The 1895 hole was the last one visited—at 7 Pp. Mm. Though we rowed 
up quietly the bird must have flown before we reached the tree, for none 
flushed. On climbing up I found the limb so rotton that I decided to 
destroy it. Imagine my surprise when on opening the hole I found six 
eggs, still warm. The embryos were well formed. (It had been an 
early season, with all the first nesters ahead of time.) No bird came 
about, though I was in the tree for ten minutes. She may have left the 
nest for a few minutes Of exercise at twilight. 

Is it the usual rule for an owl to desert her nest as promptly as one of 
these did ? 


Henry R. Buck, lWethersfield, Conn. 


EDITORIAL. 


Our fellow member, Lieut. John W. Daniel, Jr., whose expected trip 
to Puerto Rico was interrupted by the peace protocol, now expects to be 
ordered to Cienfuegos, Cuba, and he promises to acquaint us with his 
experiences and researches while there. The present circumstances will 
give an added interest to any thing that the unfortunate island may give us. 


We again find ourselves in the midst of a period of stagnation so far 
as field study of the birds is concerned. It is so for some of us, at least. 
The question naturally arises, What can be done until the birds return 
again? There is always one thing that can be done which should 
become our most pleasant and profitable duty ; and that is to review the 
note-book of the past season, comparing it with previous ones with a 
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view to correlating the facts gathered by much hard work and incon- 
venience, as well as pleasure. I take it for granted that all of us have 
in mind, in all our study, the advancement of our favorite science by 
this field work. With that in our mind, it becomes our privilege to place 
the facts learned where they will do the most good. Just as we are able 
to come closer to the truth according to the material at our disposal, in 
the same measure will those who have begun the investigation of some 
special topic be able to give us the truth. If, then, your note-book is to 
accomplish the purpose for which it was kept, day after day and week 
after week, parts of it, at least, must find their way into the hands of our 
committee-men. Will you not, each one, make it your pleasure to send 
at once such facts as you may have learned, to the appropriate com- 
mittee ? Let it be your zmmediate pleasure. 

But the winter season need not be a time for dullness in bird study to 
many of us. There is, in the winter months, almost as much that is 
interesting among the birds as at other times. How many of us are 
really acquainted with our local winter bird fauna, and with the winter 
habits of the birds? Is there not ample room here for a great deal that 
is new and of great interest? I sincerely hope that the good work that 
was begun last winter in the way of making censuses, censo-horizons 
and horizons of the winter birds may continue with renewed energy and 
interest. I firmly believe that it isa work worthy of our best efforts : 
a work that will vield greater results for the same effort than any other 
field work. Let us fill the January issue with December records, making 
the month a memorable one in our experience. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS. 


It is of the utmost importance that all changes of address should be 
promptly reported to the editor. Otherwise we shall not be able to keep 
in touch with each other. Please do not belittle this matter. 

Mr. Walton I. Mitchell changes his address to 1953 Stout St., Denver, 
Colorado. bd 


ERRATA. 


The article entitled ‘‘Some Belated Remarks Upon the Nesting of 
Junco,” should read ‘‘ Some Belated Remarks Upon the Roosting of 
Junco.” 
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PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


American Archeologist. Vol. Ul, part 10. 

American Monthly Microscopical Journal. Vol. X1X, Nos. 9, 10, 11. 
Birds and all Nature. Vol. 1V, Nos. 4 and 5. 

Book Reviews. Vol. V1, Nos. 4 and 5. 


Bulletins Nos. 97 and 94, Ohio Agricultural Experiment Station. 


Columbus Medical Journal. Vol. XXI, No. 8. 
Lastman Journal. Vol. I. No. 2. 

Fern Bulletin. Nol. Vi, No. 4. 

Journal of Applied Microscopy, Vol. 1, No. 9. 
Museum. Vol. 1V, No. 12. Vol. V, No. 1. 
Sportsman's Magazine, Vol. U1, No. 11. 
Suggestive Therapeutics. Vol. 1, No. 5. 


In the October number of the American Geologist, the leading article 
is by our Secretary, Mr. William L. Dawson; being a geological dis- 
cussion of ‘‘ Glacial Phenomena in Okanogan County, Washington.” It 
will be remembered that Mr. Dawson has also published a ‘ List of the 
Birds of Okanogan County, Washington,” in the duk, April, 1897. The 
whole scientific work was done during a residence of about fourteen 
months, in addition to the arduous duties of a pastorate in Chelan and 
the surrounding region. It is an admirable illustration of what can be 
done in any new field if the heart and will are in the work. 
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Northern, 10, 19. 
Shufeldt, R. W. Notice of his 

‘*Taxidermal Methods in the 
Leyden Museum, Holland,” 47. 
Sialis sialis, 62. 
Sitta canadensis, 5. 
Snowflake, 19. 
Sparrow, Chipping, 23, 24, 35, 38, 
51, 55, 56, 64. 
English, 6, 7, 9, 11, 20, 25, 
40, 43, 56. 
Field, 23, 38, 51, 55, 65. 
Fox, 23, 25. 
Grasshopper, 38, 51, 62. 
Lark, 62. 
Lincoln's, 35, 38, 42, 65. 
Savanna, 39, 64. 
Song, 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 11, 18, 
19, 20, 21, 23, 38, 39, 51, 
55 

Swamp, 2, 38, 39. 

Tree, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 19, 20, 
St, 23. 

Vesper, 37, 39, 51, 55. 

White-crowned, 25, 38. 

White-throated, 38, 39. 
Strix pratincola, 4. 


.Strong, R. M. President's Ad- 
dress, 12. The Flicker Report, 
44. Bank Swallow Habits, 50. 
General Notes, North Green- 
field, Wisconsin, 70. 1898 
Elections, 71. 

Swallow, Bank, 38, 50, 64. 

Barn, 38, 42, 43, 51, 64. 

Cliff, 38, 51, 55, 64. 

Rough-winged, 36, 38, 42, 
51, 56, 64. 

Tree, 36, 38, 43, 51, 64. 

Swift, Chimney, 37, 51, 56, 69, 70. 

Syrnium nebulosum, 61. 


TANAGER, Scarlet, 38, 49, 51, 62. 
Teal, Blue-winged, 67. 
Tern, Black, 42. 

Common, 36, 37. 
Thrasher, Brown, 38, 51. 
Thrush, Go: jen-crowned, 2, 63. 

Gray-cheeked, 36, 38, 42. 

Grinnell’s Water, 46, 64. 

Louisiana Water, 38. 

Olive-backed, 38, 42. 

Water, 3, 38, 46. 

Wilson's, 38, 42, 63. 

Wood, 38, 51, 55. 
Titlark, 39. 

Titmouse, Tufted, 9, 19, 23, 38, 
63. 
Towhee, 23, 38, 51. 
Canon, 39. 
Turdus fuscescens, 63. 
Turkey, Wild, 61. 
Tympanuchus americanus, 75. 
Tyrannus tyrannus, 73. 


VIREO SOLITARIUS, 4. 
Blue-headed, 4, 38. 
Red-eve@, 38, 51, 63. 
Warbling, 38, 55, 63. 

Vulture, Turkey, 22, 37, 62. 


WarBLER, Bay-breasted, 37. 
Black and White, 38, 42. 
Blackburnian, 38. 
Black-poil, 3. 
Black-throated Blue, 38. 
Black-throated Green, 3, 38. 
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Warbler, Blue-winged, 38. Woodcock, American, 37, 61. 
Canadian, 38. Woodpecker, Cabani's, 38. 
Cape May, 5. Downy, 6, 7, 9, 10, 18, 20, 
Connecticut, 2. Hairy, 7, 9, 10, 18, 21, 22, 
Golden-winged, 70. 37. 
Hooded, 70. Red-bellied, 9, 19, 23, 37, 
Magnolia, 38. 62. 
Mourning, 36, 38. Red-headed, 37, 51, 64. 
Myrtle, 3. Worcester, Dean C. and Frank 
Nashville, 38. S. Bourns, M. D. Notice of 
Orange-crowned, 4. their ‘‘Contributions to Philip- 
Palm, 38. pine Ornithology,” 31. 
Parula, 33, 34, 42. Wren, Berwick’s 41, 42. 
Pine, 41. Carolina, 39. 
Tennessee, 5, 38. House, 2, 38, 43, 51. 
Wilson's, 38. Long-billed Marsh, 38, 51, 
Yellow, 26, 38, 51. 62, 64. 

Waxwing, Cedar, 3, 19, 21, 23, Winter, 19, 38. 

25, 37, 55, 93. 


— Arthur T. Short Notes, YELLOw-LEGs, Greater, 41. 


Whippoorwill, 24, 37, 70. ——o Maryland, 1, 2, 24, 
Wilson, Sidney S. The Bird 3° 51, 95. 

Census, Saint Joseph, Missouri, 

9. Chimney Swifts, 69. ZONOTRICHIA ALBICOLLIS, 2. 
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The Game Birds of North America. 


By FRANK A. BATES. 


President ‘“‘Boston Scientific Society,” and formerly 


Assistant Editor ‘‘Ornithologist and Oologist.” 


16mo, Cloth, IHustrated, $1.00 net. 


A handy pocket manual for sportsmen,’ giving in concise 
f6rm, a description of 124 species of the Sea, Beach 
and Land Birds, with notes on their habits, 
and methods of hunting them. 


FRANK A. BATES, Naturalist, 
P. O. BOX 160. SOUTH BRAINTREE, MASS. 


FOR s A LE ’ One complete set of the Ornithologist's and 

Oologist’s Semi-Annual in good condition, un- 
bound. This valuable series is rare. The series comprises 250 pages. 
Price $1.50. Address, THE WiLson BuLLeTin, Oberlin, Ohio. 


Bigg prepared sets of Red-tailed Hawk, Whip-poor-will, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird and Kentucky, Golden-winged and 
Worm-eating Warblers (nests with Hummers and Warblers) to exchange 
for others. Especially want sets containing abnormal specimens. Re- 
liable, fair dealing, oologists send lists. J. WARREN Jacoss, Waynes- 
burg, Pa. 


WANTED | I will pay cash for the following publications : 
Curlew, any and all numbers. Ornithologists’ 
and Oologists’ Semi-Annual, Vol. 1, No. 1, Vol, I, No.1. BuLvetin 


(new series) Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4. Copies must be unbound and in good con- 
dition. Address, Lynps jouns, Oberlin, Ohio. 
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